ASSASSINATION
ham grasped at the straw which was offered him. Peace with France he would welcome more than peace with Spain. The only drawback was that Louis would enter into no negotiations with the foreigner about his Protestant sub-jects, and having led them so far England could hardly desert them now. Yet Buckingham saw no reason why Louis should not be induced to treat with the Huguenots directly, and meanwhile the expedition to relieve the town could sail, pending the outcome of negotiations. Perhaps, thought the Duke, he and Richelieu might meet amicably outside the walls of Rochelle to formulate some peaceful solution to the whole problem. That Buckingham intended no treacherous desertion of the Rochellese was evinced by the fact that the relief force was to sail without delay. Should the negotiations prove unsatisfactory, the war would proceed. But his desire for peace with France was sincere enough. He had realized that England had more than enough with the, German war, and could no longer carry on military operations simultaneously in two or three parts of the Continent.
By August i yth he was ready to go to Portsmouth and prepare to accompany the expedition. His wife was in a state of pitiable distress, and she insisted this time upon accompanying him to Portsmouth, fearful that this leave-taking might be the last. Even the Duke himself seems to have been more apprehensive than usual. Before leaving London he took the precaution of making his will. To the Bishop of London he spoke very seriously as he bade him adieu, begging him to see that His Majesty always looked after the Duchess and her children. Astonished at such unwonted pessimism the Bishop asked him if he had any forebodings. 'No/ replied Buckingham, 'but I think some adventure may kill me as well as another man/1 On the eve
1 WOTTON, 'Life and Death of George VilKers*, Harleian MisceUatty, v, p. 319.
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